
 

 

Town of Royalton   

Selectboard Meeting Minutes DRAFT 

2/22/2022 6:30 pm 

Virtual/In-person Meeting 

 

Royalton Selectboard:  David Barker, Chris Noble, John Dumville, Tim Murphy, Jerry 

Barcelow  

 

Town Staff & Committee Members: Victoria Paquin (Town Administrator), Stuart Levasseur 

(Planning Commission), Peter Anderson (Planning Commission), Rosella Gwin (Underpass Arts 

Project), Rita Hull (Treasurer), Brad Salzmann (Emergency Management Director), Walter 

Hastings (Buildings & Grounds Manager), Karmen Bascom (Town Clerk) 

 

Public: Ian MacKenzie, Jo Levasseur, Cathy Lawson, Hoyt Bingham, Theron Manning, Kathy 

Hassey, Stephen Cartier, Michael Hogan, Katrina Wagner, Susan Cain, Allison Gravel,  

 

Meeting called to order @ 6:30 PM 

 

Approve the Agenda: Agenda is approved by consensus. 

 

Article I: Article One was read. Victoria noted that in the town report there is a mistake on the 

terms of the constable. The term of the first constable is two years and the term of the second 

constable is one year remaining of two years. John Dumville asked if there were any write ins for 

Constable. Karmen has not received any interest.  

 

Article II: Article two was read. Victoria noted that the Fire Department appropriation request 

has increased by $12,000 and South Royalton Rescue Squad’s appropriation request has 

increased by about $6,000. Hoyt Bingham noted that the dollar amount printed in the article does 

not match the column total. It was acknowledged that the column total is correct and the 

difference between the column total and the question is $40.  

 

Article III: Article three was read. There was no discussion on this article.  

 

Article IV: Article four was read. There was no discussion on this article. 

 

Article V: Article five was read. Chris Noble inquired about the prior year amount raised by 

taxes. Victoria noted that the amount has decreased from last year due to relocating the debt 

service for the Crawford Property.  

 

Article VI: Article six was read. There was no discussion on this article.  

 

Article VII: Article seven was read. Ian MacKenzie was present on behalf of the Cascadnac 

Valley Wheelers to discuss the proposal. Please see attachment A to review the power point 

presentation. The proposal included information on the specific roads that are being requested, 

the laws that regulate ATV use and what the club is hoping to accomplish. When the 

presentation concluded discussion began.  

 



 

 

Jo Levasseur asked how many miles of road are included in the proposal and how many miles of 

private trails have been obtained. Ian did not have that information available.  

 

Kathy Hassey noted that she appreciated the effort that Ian had put into his presentation and 

acknowledged that he clearly wants to get it right. Kathy asked about the number of women in 

the organization and whether Ian thinks the activity unnecessarily burns fossil fuel which will 

contribute to climate change. Ian noted that there are certainly women in the club and that many 

members are couples and families. Ian acknowledged that climate change is real and is a 

concern. He also noted that electric ATVs and UTVs are already developed and available and 

that they expect that trend to continue into the future with their sport being one of many that will 

need to adapt to climate change.  

 

Michael Hogan inquired about the section of the map near the former Eaton’s Sugar House and 

noted that it is private property. Ian has secured permission from the landowner to establish trails 

on his land. The specific trail map is yet to be developed. Michael indicated that he believed it 

was overall not in the best interest of the town and that despite the club’s intentions he feels ATV 

use will negatively impact quality of life.  

 

Peter Anderson noted that the Planning Commission voted unanimously against allowing ATV’s 

to utilize town roads. He stated that there will be a negative ecological impact.  

 

Theron Manning stated that he felt it was not a good idea and inquired as to what the 

membership is of the local club and what the potential use of the trails will be noting that if trails 

are built, more traffic will follow. Ian said that when they ride in other places, they generally see 

around 50 other machines on a busy (holiday) weekend. On an average weekend, they see 

around 10 other machines. Ian also noted that the trailhead parking availability helps to limit or 

spread out the number of users on a particular trail system.  

 

Alison Gravel stated that she does not feel it is very safe to have atv/utv’s sharing the road and 

that roads are for vehicles.  

 

John Mayor stated that he feels we should move forward with the proposal to allow ATV use. He 

thinks that this will encourage tourism and bring money into Vermont.  

 

Brad Salzmann asked about how the ordinance will be established. This will be done by the 

Selectboard as allowed by statute. Discussion was had regarding how the ordinance can be 

repealed or revoked if townspeople feel that the ordinance should be discontinued.  

 

Other Business: Nell Gwin gave an update on the Safford St. underpass project. They are 

expecting to be able to proceed with the project this summer and hopefully have the installation 

complete in the fall.  

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:21 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Victoria Paquin 


